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Attached, for information, is a copy of a report made 
by Mr. Rugeell Engdahl, of the United States Consulete= 
General on hie investigations into the disanpearance of 
Mr. C.ii. Robertson. 

With regard to the mention made in the report of the 
burial of wr. Lam Wing Yan, the Chinese technician who co- 
operated with Mr. Robertson in his work and who wee killed 
in the explosion which took place in Pootung on November 48 
enquiries were made at the China Funersl Home, 670 Avenue 
Haig, where it wae aecertained that on the eveniig of November 
5, a conveyance was sent by the Funeral Home to the Nantao 
Rund at the request of Mrs. Lam Wing Yan who residee at 2735 
‘d:.Seymour Road. After an all night wait the body of Mr. Lam 
: + wee brought over from Pootung by cooliee in the employ of the 
“Bureau of Sea Survey, Fengling-Jao, and was tren removed to 

the Funersl Home mortuary to be prepared for burial. The 
China Funeral Home employeege could give no information which 
might have been of any assistance to the investigation, and 
none of the coolies employed to transport the body across the 
river could be interrogated owing to hostilities, 

Diligent enquiries have failed to establish Mr. Robertson's 
fate and there is no indication at present in view of the 


circumetances, that hie death, if he ie dead, will ever be 


confirmed. 
Abe fags me? 
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D.C. (Special Branch). 


MEMORANDUM ON THE DILAPPEAKANCH OF CHARLLG BOGAN 
ROBSON AND ABPORT OF INVEOTIGATION oT VHLD SCLNE 
OF TH); EXPLOSION IN POOTUNG WHUAL LOBLETLON Io 
BULIEVED TO HaVi: BELN WOR LING. 
Novenber 13, 1957 

At ten o'clock this morning in compuny with 
Lieutenant Phelan of the U. w. uw. aUGULTA I went 
to Pootung to the scene of th. explosion which is 
believed to have resuited in tue death of hobertuon. 
Mr. Kestel Scott of the International Fu..eral birec- 
tors also cume along. En route we stopped at the 
Japanese Consulate General to pick up Mr. hajima 
of the Japanese Imbassy. We then proceed to the 
IZUMO to get Commander Hidaka and from there went 
to the Pootung factory of the Yee Tsoong Tobacco 
Co. near whose property the explosion tvok place. 
We were shown to the scene by several men from the 
Company including Mr. Taylor, the factory superin- 
tendent. 

It appears that the Chinese were enge;ed in the 
manufacture of torpedoes and/or mines which were to 
be used to sink the IZUHO. These were being manufactured 
in a Chinese two story building on the corner of two 
alleys. The building had various Yee Tsoong buidlings 
on two sides and on one side wus the property of the 
firm Olivier Chine. The house was the last in a a row 
of Chinese houses extending for perhi.ps 1zb feet. The 
scene of the explosion is one of indescribable wreck- 
age and destruction. The house itself has been totally 
destroyed so that there is no evidence whatever as to 
what it was like before the explosion. There is a crater 
in the ground which is about seven feet deep and about 
ten feet in diameter. The testimony of everyone who is 
in a position to know thpough proximity to the scene or 
otherwise is that the explosion was definitely not the 


result of a Japanese aerial bomb as there were no planes 
in the immediate vivinity at the time of the explosion 
which occurred at 2:58 p. m., November 4, 197. It seems 
virtually certain that the explosion resulted from in- 
expert handling of a torpedo or mine. The number of dexud 
is variously estimateu at from fifteen to sixty with 
Robertson as the only foreign cesubaty. 

kobertson had apparently been engaged on this wobk 
for ut least three weeks. On fuesday, the 2nd, he had told 
his wife that he was all finished with the job but the next 
morning Lam Wing Yang, the principal Chinese engaged on the 
work, called at kobertson'’s house end told him something 
had gone wrong and that his zurther aia was necessary. He 
returned to Pootung that day and apparently stayed all night 
as he did not get home until 6 a. m. Thursday morning accord- 
ing to his wife. He left again at half past nine ana was seen 
by severul people from the cigarette factory at times between 
10:50 and noon. Mr. Taylor and Mr. Davey 4s well as a kusel na 
watchman state that they saw him although they dia not speck 
to him. Mr. Taylor further states that he learns from some of 
his Chinese staff that xobertson went to Shanghai at noon and 
only returned at 2:00 p. me and that he believes tnis infor- 
mation to be correct. \Vhen the explosion occurred at £:08 none 
of the factory people were near the scene as most of them had 
either returned to Shanghai or were some distance £rem- away 
in other parts of the compound. 

The explosion must have been of terrific force as is 
evidencea by the terrific destriction caused not only to the 
house which kobertson was using but to other houses in the 
row and to the Yew Tsoong properties. The tobacco company 
estimates its losses at from $250,000 to $500,000 locil 
currency. Its printing plant sutfered most with all windows 


shies \ 
shattered and even their steel frames blown out. Part of | 
the walls ure seriously damaged and machinery is scattered 
about in various stages of damige. a b-ton lathe was blasted 
from its position and turned completely around ana moved 
several yards from its original position. another one story 
building hus one wali almost completely aown and part of the 
roof blown off. All windows in the vicinity ure of course 
shattered. The Yee Tsoong property is surrounded by an eight 
foot concrete wall which is also largely destroyed in the 
area covered by the explosion. 

It should be mentioned tnat the principal reason for 
the journey was the fact that hire Yui Ming,dad head of thes 
Shanghai office of the Waichiaopou, had told itv. Butrick 
that he had sent a party to the scene on the tenth and that 
they had collected the remains of whut they believed to be 
Mere Robertson's body and had placed them in a Chinese coffin 
which had been then buriea just beneath the surface of the 
ground at the scene of the disaster. I had told Mr. Faupel, 
the acting U. &. Coroner,that I woula be going over but as 
final arrangements were mude after office hours I was not 
able to inform him of the time of departure. He haa already 
informed me, however, that he wished the Consulate General 
to take charge and that if we shoulda recover the boay and 
bring it back to Shanghai that he would then, of course, 
hold an inquest. 

Mr. Yui Ming's information would appear to be in error 
as we were unable to find any evidence whatever of a Chinese 
ob other coffin at the scene of the explosion. There is an 
enormous amount of wreckage amd debris and this did not 
appear to have been recently disturbed. We did considerable 
work in moving wreckuge ana debris but were absolutely un- 
able to find any evidence of a coffin. However, we did find 


a& basket concealed under a large sheet of tar paper and a 


-4- 
sheet of galvanized iron. The busket contained the~-zemetne 
ef part of a corpse; tne head was missing 4s Was one alm 
and one leg. It was in such an advanced state of ascomposi- 
tion that identification was impracticable, there being 
evidence that dogs and cats had been at the body before it 
was jut in the basket. The body was carefully wruppea in 
paper. It is my own opinion thut Mr. Yui's party probably 
went to the scene, found only this corpse, wrap}ea it in 
paper, put it in a basket and then carefully coveredét it 
with roofing paper and 4 gulvanized sheet. This body was 
not considered to be that of hobertson for two reasons: 
1.) it was that of « small man with rather smull hands and 
short arms whereas Robertson had unusually large hands and 
limbs. The body's one arm gme wae the only purt which was 
not almost completely decomposed. %.9 what little clothing 
remained on the body was that of a coolie being of ordinary 
cheap cotton goods such as coolies customarily wear. There 
did not appear to be anything in the clothing of any kind. 

We later found another body which, emcept for the 
akull, was pretty much coiceuled by debris. We moved some 
of the wreckage and found two dogs which were and had been 
for some time eating at the body. This body was obviously 
that of a Chinese as tne clothes were those of a coolie 
and were almost intact. The head was also shaved ond the 
body appeared to be that of & smsll sized man. 

It 48 certain that there are other bodies buried be- 
neath the debris us the stenci from certain places was 
moet pronowiced. It would be necessary to clear away the 
debris in order to bring out the bodies and this require 
a consider able sew number of coolies and might not be 
entirely sare as there is still the dunger of mines in 
the vicinity. I have asked the Yee Tsoong people to let 
us know when the job of clearing awuy the wreckage is 


started so that we may have a representative there at the 
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time. However, as the property concerned belougs to 
‘Chinese and as the area is now in Japanese hands it is 
ditricult to sey when the task of cleaning up will be 
started. aiter such a lapse ot time the matter of idenu- 
tification would also be aizrricult but it might be pos- 
sible to identify the body, it found, by the clotues or 
by the teeth as Dr. heuben Lenzer recently did some work 
on them and would recognize it. 

There is also the possibility, a very definite one, 
that Kobertson's body was taken away after the explosion 
ay were soveral others. It is said that Lam’s body was 
recovered and that he was buried by a Chinese widertuker. 

I havo asked the police to investigate this report. If 
Robertson's body was removed I think the Ghances or ever 
learning its disposition are remote. 1t muy, of course, 
have been so badly mangled that it can never te fuund. 

I think it proper that something should be said of 
the attitude of iirs. kobertson in ths case. She has not 
in every case told the truth and has held back items which 
would be assistance in solving the case. She has rreyuent- 
ly calied the press to Gomplain o1 the treatment ohe wes 
receiving from the Co:sulate General. I unuerstanu that 
this morning she called the Uniteu Press and objected to 
oud taking an undertaker to the scene. she said that we 
should not ao misee we knew that Kobertson was definite- 
ly ded. When I informea her ol the results of the investi- 
gation she thunked me for our activities in the case ound 
for our assistance. 

I think that the principal reason tor feilure to learn 
more of the truth in this case ana to find kXobertson's body 
lies in the unfortunate attitude assumed by the Chinese 
authorities from the beginning. If they had imnuediatel) 
instituted thorough inquiries when we first requested them 
to do so on November 6th, I feel that the whole matter 


- 


Gm 
could have been cleared up. as it is, valuable time has 
been wasteu througn the ailutoriness of the Chinese 
authorities who were in complete control of the area 
until the night of November 16th/llth. They could have 
instituted a thorough search of the ruins anu could have 
said what disposition was made of the body ifr it haa 
been removed. 

For the present I do not see what furtier steps can 
be taken by the Consulate General unless we should under- 
take to cleur the wreckage ut the site of the exphsion but 
this does not seen to me to be our proper job. Further 
investigations can be made with the assishance of the police 
and it is possible that we shall thus learn more than we 


know at present. 
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The following is/the statement of 


Native Of ec RSSAAN oc cceeccsseeees 


Around the end cf Ceteber 1937, whilst I was deing 


| wcosung Garrison Jonmander's Headcuarters, lunghwa, at about 


rernine 2 foreigner wes brourht in. 
Later in the mornins I saw this foreisner. Fe wes 
@a tell, stronrly oullt mun of about 3&8 


several days srowth of beard, He was dressed in dark trousers 


; answered me in “reLish. 


j2and thet he was accused of Ucing a spye He denied this, stating 


t, Ne was absolutely innocen* and tad aot done any harm to the 
| 
Chinese, He “urtier atated that he was arrested in Pootung 
| 
COT Lee om es helpinc ounded Thinese wow or thet Ghimese 
suspected him of bDein<« there for the purpose oY spyits en tne 
a = " , . 
[ Sivness Poss Len. men he was called cut by Thinese warders, 


they usied +2 e211 him by the nae of "ROSEESCNOG". ile spent in 


the aol tyro Gays &nd on the morning of the third day et about 


4 otclock 2 was taken out. 


Weve a thorouch conversetion vith 


iyiits because our cells were far Crem exch other and nereover the 


conversstion was strictly Corbidden, Later a Thinese vwarder 
itol. me thet he was executed, 

hen J was released JT heard of tir. “obertson and there- 
fore I thought that this was the same person. 


r 


The name of that person spoken in Chinese sounded very 
much like that of Robertson, although I could not definitely 


state that this was ivr. Robertson. 


see 


Sisneds <A. lichaelove. 
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| _With further reference to this Section's report of 

| November 8 on the above subject: I have to report that one 
named Ying Dien Ming(#P494), of 19 Pei Teh Li, Tatung Road, 
a former employee of the Silver taxi Service who accompanied 


| Mr. Robertson and his party to Pootung on ‘November 3rd and _ 


who was involved in the explosion which occurred there on the _ 
has been located and has been questioned regard- 
ze of the incident. His statement, a transla- 
tion of which is attached hereto, merely confirms what has 


so far been ascertained but throws no new light on Mr. _ 
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Translation of Statement 


My name is Ying: Dien Ming( Jehu. I am 26 years old 
and a native of Tientsin. I was formerly employed as a coolie 
in the Mechanical Department of the Silver Taxi Company. 

Mr. Robertson was at that time the foreign foreman mechanic 
and Zee Fah Shing was the Chinese foreman. In the summer, 
1937, the Silver Taxi Company closed the Repairs Department 
and contracted with the Ford Hire Service for its repairs 
with the result that Mr. Robertson, and some fifteen Chinese 
mechanics were forced to sever their connection with the 
Company. 

On October 18, Mr. Robertson and fifteen others, including 
Zee Fah Shing, went to the Bureau of Sea Survey, City 
Government Road, Feng Ling Jao, Nantao. I was called by Mr. 
Robertson to that place on October 19 for the purpose of 
constructing torpedos for which I was to be paid $2.00 a day. 
I was assigned to coiling electric wires on wooden sticks. 

I was told by other mechanics that this work was connected 
with torpedo construction. 

AV/1O a.m., on November 2nd ana 3rd, we numbering some 
fifteen persons, assembled at the Bund(near Avenue Edward VII), 
and proceeded to Lan Nyi Doo, Pootung, by native boat, under 
the leadership of Mr. Robertson. We worked in a block of 
ten houses(one storeyed), next to the Yee Tsoong Tobacco 
Company... I and the other mechanics remained in the house 
that night but Mr. Robertson and Zee Fah Shing did not do so. 
We continued work on the following day(November 3rd or 4th). 
We were divided into several parties each consisting of some 
four or five persons and each occupying a room. At 12 noon, 
on November 3rd or 4th, Mr. Robertson, and Zee Fah Shing 
and one Mr. Ling, representing the Chinese Authorities, 
came to our workshop and told us to take tiffin. Four of 
us went out to tiffin while Mr. Robertson, Zee Fah Shing and 


Mr- Ling remained, We returned at 1 pem. ana saw y 
; Te 


- 2 = 


Robertson and Zee Fah Shing standin; in the compound. We 
continued our work in the house, but were unable to look 
through the window, or pass to any other portion of the 
house as we were strictly forbidden to do this by Mr. 
Robertson. At 2.30 p.m. the house suddenly collapsed and 

I lost consciousness. I did not hear any sound before the 
collapse. when I recovered I discovered that I was covered 
with debris. I extricated myself and went to the Pootung 
hospital, where I was confined for two days. Following 

the withdrawal of the Chinese troops from Pootung, I was 
removed from the Pootung hospital to the Ningpo Guild, 

Min Kuo Road. I remained there for one night and returned 
home on or about November 8. At present I reside at house 
No. 19 Pei Ten LiGe4¥4 ), Tatung Road, which is occupied 
by the Wong Yung suite Tailor °hop( LKEEBREE ). I 

do not know where Mr. Robertson and Zee Fah Shing were when 
the accident eccurred, and I have no knowledge of their 
fate or present whereabouts. Just before and at the time 
of the accident, the sound of an aeroplane over the workshop 
was noticed, but I heard no explosion which might have been 
connected with tne presence of the aeroplane. I saw four 
torpedoes under construction each about 8/9 feet in length 
and 18" in diameter. I also observed 4 drums of explosive 
powler, each weighing about 200 catties, stored in another 
room, but I cannot tell whether these drums of power 

were affected by the explosion or not, or whether or not 


they were the cause of the accident. 


(Signed) Ying Dien Ming. 
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With further reference to this section's report of 


made further enouiries with the followin: results. poe 


Mix. Charles [lorgan Robertson, American, who was 


__ born in Philadelphia, Pa., on warch 17, 1892, was a motor 


mechanical engineer of considerable ability whose only bar 


___ temperament to the seme noe heiaatti of his employer. he was __ 


formerly in the United States Army from which he resigned _ 
_when his regiment was stationed in Tientsin. He married | 
| _in Tientsin in 1918 and came to Shanghai about nine years 


ago. He obtained a position with Honigsberg & Son» 


_ Automobile Distributors, with whom he stayed until the 


dissolution of the firm several years ago. His next 


_apoointment was with wtessrs liark L. lioody, Automobile 


Distributors, 80 Avenue Sdward VII, with whom he was © 


employed as Service Superintendent. ne held this post 


until about one year ago, when he resigned through some 


disagreement with the management, from which time until | 


June 1937 he was employed with the Silver Taxi Service. 


___He then opened a motor repair shop of his own, Yhe Shanghai 


_- Auto Service, at _¥.4.358 Avenue Haig, This venture had_not, 


however, got quite under way when the present hostilities 


ee, a __.broke out and his business came to an obsolute standstill.  _ 
At this time he was living on Point Island but on the 


_ outbreak of hostilities he removed to the address of his 


ey ___wife, who is owner-operator of Radio Station X.Q.H.. 


___ (820 K.C.) at 274 Rue Maresca, with whom he has not been 


7 nek 


__On amicable terms for some time past. 
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Mr. Robertson had recently become very closely 


__associated with a mr. Lam Wing Yan (Ling vung an (//' )), 


a@ young Chinese of smart appearance and superior education z 
__Who was well xnown among local motor engineers for his 


___ remarkable knowledge of mechanics. In addition to mr. tam, 


Mr. Robertson had collected about him an odd assortment of 


some 18 to 20 Chinese comprising motor mechanics, electricians, 


a iron smiths, etc., some of whom had worked for him in _ 
__Tientsin and others whom he had formerly employed in various. 
__Capacities in Shanghai. Although some estrangement existed _ 


between Mr. and Mrs. Robertson it soon became evident to 


Kirs. Robertson that her husband, who confided in her enough _ 


_._to give point to conclusions drawn from her own observations, _ 
_Was engaged in some important and secret capacity with the 


Chinese “Military Authorities and that mr. Lam and the Chinese_ 


__ artisans referred to above were assisting him in this project. 


Mr. Robertson for the past three weeks has left his | 


home in Rue Maresca every day for an address in or adjacent 


to the City Government, Nantao, and constantly visited the 


Lunghwa, Pootung and Siccawei districts in connection with | 


his work. 


At 12 noon on November 3, wr. Robertson, accompanied 


had _ assembled, to Nanking Road Jetty where they boarded a _ 


_ ferry which conveyed them to Lan Nyi Doo, Pootung, where 


the party disembarked. From here the party proceeded on 


foot to a building situated inland and adjacent to the | 


Yee Tsoong Tobacco Company's factory, Pootung. This building 


2 
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to various tasks on the ground and first floors. 


Mr. Robertson and kur. Lam Wing Yan returned to_the 


__Settlement late that evening, the former going to 274 
__ Rue Maresca and the latter to his home at 21, 10.873 


Road; the Chinese artisans remaining in the 


___ day, November 4, Mr. Robertson and Mr. Lam left the former's 


_.__ address and returned to the pbuilding in Pootunzg where work. 


was resumed. A survivor of the explosion which occurred 


f 


__later that day, one named Mao Han Yue (2: O | ), resident 


____heat oil on a fire outside the premises. He is a coolie of 


_low intelligence but whether this fact is responsible for 


_his ignorance of the significance of the work being carried 


out by himself and his co-workers or whether his taciturnity _ 


ascertained but apart from stating that one man was engaged 


in making small oblong boxes and others were cutting tin _ 


and iron, no other information of the nature of the work 


that was being performed can be obtained from him, However, 


this man states that Japanese aeroplanes had been flying. 


_ over the ouilding and its vicinity all the morning without 


dropping bombs, and that about 4 pom. in the afternoon 


there was a terrific explosion from some cause unknown and 


_he lost consciousness. When he regained possession of his 


senses he was lying on the ground and was partially covered 


with bricks and dirt and a wooden beam. te then discovered 


that apart from a gash on his forehead and an abrasion of _ 
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the left leg he was unharmed, so he extricated himself from 
__his encumbrances and fled, not waiting to ascertain the 
fate of the other memoers of the party. After being treated _ 


_in a nearby dressing station he crossed the river reaching 


__Nanking Road jetty at about 6 p.m. This man is unable 
to state whether Mr. Robertson was in or in the vicinity of 


the building at the time of the explosion or not. _ 


As regards the actual locality of the explosion, it 
has now been ascertained from other sources that at about 


_ 4 pem. November 4 a terrific explosion occurred in a small 


area situated about half a mile inland and pounded on the 


| North and East by the Yee Tsoong Tobacco Company's compound, _. 
_On the West by the Olivier-Chine and on the South by a road. 


_The explosion demolished part of the eight feet high concrete 


wall surrounding the Yee Tsoong Tobacco Company and completely. 


destroyed a brick and mortar building in the compound. ‘his _ 


building is situated 520 feet away from the crater made by | 


the explosion. What damage actually occurred in the compound 


of Olivier-Chine cannot be ascertained. However, Chinese _ 


members of the staff of Olivier-Chine formerly occupied a. 


portion of a block of houses belonging to the firm which are | 


situated in the area referred to, Opposite the Olivier-Chine _ 


_compound. The end house of this block has apparently been, 


completely destroyed and it seems that this is probably the _ 


house in which Mr. Robertson and his party are stated to 


__have been working. Enquiries amongat business houses 


have failed to elicit anything which might throw any light _ 


__on the fate of Mr. Robertson. The body of a foreigner has _ 
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not been seen in the vicinity by any one, apparently. 


others state that a number of Chinese civilians were also 


killed. One body was hurled some distance into the Yee 


Tsoong Compound. MEveryone, however, is unanimous that 


the explosion was caused by a land mine or other similar 


destructive force and not by a bomb, and that the explosion 


___Gid not actually originate in any ouilding, but near to a 
_Yoadway running parallel with the east side of Olivier-Chine. 


__ There appear to have been a number of Chinese soldiers 


_Stationed in the vicinity. 


_the Mund who heard the explosion reveal that it was one of 


__unprecedented force, the resultant cloud of smoke and debris 


Since the occurrence the relatives of a number of 


__ being clearly seen directly behind the Olivier-Chine Factory. _ 


to try to induce rs. Robertson to intercede, on their behalf, 


with General Yang Hu of 11 Route Doumer by whom they allege, _ 


the deceased artisans were employed. These people have been 


questioned and either know, or profess to know, very little 


of the affair apart from the fact that tir. Lam Wing Yan was 


__he was in constant touch, and that their menfolk, at the — 


_commissioned to do the work by General Yang Hu, with whom | 


time of the accident, were doing special and secret work for 


the Chinese Military Authorities under the indirect 


__ supervision of General Yang Hu, who had not so far paid 


them any thing for their services. These relatives have _ 


now addressed a petition to General Yang Hu for financial _ 


_? ay 
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_ 
reimbursement and reward for services rendered the Government 


__by their husbands. In addition to this several of the 


relatives to be considerable sums of money in the purchase 
of material for the undertaking; they having been promised 
reimbursement of such monies on completion of the undertaking 


lus a handsome reward for their services should their. 


‘an at 
___ endeavours meet with success. Zee Chih-foh (13, get av 4, 


_One of those believed to be dead is stated by his wife, 


_Zee Wong Sz({) +” ) of 375 Rue Ratard, to have spent —=s__ 


_ $475.22 in tools and material, for which pills have been 


___ produced, and $23.00 for cement, which cannot be accounted.  _ 


__It is doubtful whether this man has himself spent so large 
_ "The Soong-Vu Garrison Commander's Headquarters" so Zee Chih- | 


foh may have bought the material with money given him by 


someone else. Yrs. Robertson has produced similar bills 


__ amounting to $799.44 incurred by her husband and they are 


___given hereunder in detailt-_ 


Hung Tai Chang & Company, 
580-2 North Soochow Road. 


October 17, 1937 - 14 lbs 1/16" Insertion rubber 


$7.00 


10 lbs Tin solder $8.50 


2 doz. 12" hacksaw blades GP/SSS $3.60 _ 
2 doz. 3/8" x 1-3/4" Iron set _ 


Screws Hex. xd. $0.70 


3 doz. 3/8" polish nuts 


one gross 1/4"x 1#" set 


screws sq- hd. $2.45 
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one gross 1/4" polish nuts _ $1.80 


_One gross 3/16"x 3/4" machine 


_serew RH. $0.45 2 
_ one gross 3/16" Square nuts $0.30 
October 19, 1937 - 2 pcs 14" 2nd flat file | _ 3.12 
- _1 pes 14" 2nd round file | y1.40 
__..1 pes 12" 2nd round file _... 91.04 
1" 10" 2nd round file = _—=— #076 
1/2 doz. No.l emery cloth = _—s« $050 
ne: ed ___ #0.60 
_2 pes 8" 2nd flat file § $1.28 


1s lbs 3/8" high speed steel 


_ square $6.45 
5 lbs 1/2" red fibre $7.00 
2 bottles Soldering acid 30.40 


October 20, - 1937 - 7-1/8 lbs No.19 Phosphor 


i sti ONZE Sheets _ $17.10 

_ October 25, 1957 - 11-3/8 lbs brass rod = $7.39 
a 74 lbs Copper tube = = $10.50 - 

ore let lbs brass tube _ __- $17.50 

ede _1-7/8 lbs Red fibre $= = $2.25 

October 26, 1937 - 1 set 3/16" hand taps GTD $2.00 


2 pes 5/32" twist drills "OK*® — $0.50 
1 gross 3/16"x 5/8" machine 


screw round head i 45 


_i gross 3/16" x 1/2" machine 


_Screw round head > $0.45 


1 gross Hand rills ; ~_ $4.50 


Zee Fah Shing Automobile Bodyworks, _ 
375 Route Ratard. 
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November 1, 1937 - 1 Iron tank & pipe 


i Air box 


_ 2 pes 3/16" drills _ 


__Rice _ 


18 lbs 2" x 1/8" iron var 


__ 2 pkts Charcoal _ 


50 ft 15" angle iron 


1 pee 5/16" drills _ 


_32 ft Steel wire 


___7 lbs 3/8" iron rods 


1 vottle acid 


1 roll Rope _ 


_ 8 pes Plugs and sockets _ 


5 lbs Red powder 

1/2 1d Oil 

10 lbs White paint 

7 sheets G.I. sheets. 
 BBOOS 6 ey wee 
ps Se SSeS 


2 pes Iron solder and zinc 


uc No. 


Station, 


7) 


1 length 1/2" brass pipe 
6 sheets 4' x 8' x 1/32" _ 


iron sheets 


27 lbs Aluminium 


4'10" Steam pipe 


2 pes 5" paint brushes 


12 pes 3" steel gears 


; Made one aluminium hand 


_bracket 


$0.60 
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Rickshaw fare 


Cast 10 pes brass plugs (5 lbs) $3.60 


$4.50 


Made < pes water steering frame 956.00 


eet 36 lbs Tar © a ies $4.56 
__China Unique Blectric Works, | ee 
Lane 109, 15 Hart Road. 
October 28, 1957 = Waking 5 shafts as per sample $20.00 
Fixing iron flanges to _ ‘ciclaccneanpei 
7 6 fibre gears 9 00 
__._.___ Making one cap pin as per = 
eee. eee, 
_—ss«<=s« Gd induction coils _ $14.00. 
Bills Motors, 
~ “Cr. Avenue Foch & Route Cardinal Mercier. 
October 26, 1937 - 1 Switch No.1030 E $0.80 
Da Shing Works, _ _ waren 7 - 
~~ 154 Rue Maresca. 
October 26, 1957 = 8 pes Round boards _ —_ $35.20 
_ Foch Tire & Auto Supply Co., _es _ phe 3 eas = 
~ No.490 Avenue Foch. 
__ October 26, 1937 - 1 switch  _ $1.00 
Zung Chong Hlectric & Sanitary Co., 
~ 1644-6 Bubbling Well Road. a _ 
October 25, 1957 - 1 pce button Seek _ $6.00 


Lee Chong & Co., _ 


No.145 Moulmein Road. 


October 27, 1957 - To make 4 sets iron housing ~ 
@ $30.50 per set 


$122.00 _ 
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Make 4 pes. big gears 
__@9 $10.50 each ¥42.00 


Make 4 pes. aluminium fan_ 


__ leaves 2 $5.00 each_ $20.00 


_Make 8 sets iron switch _ 
puncher shells @ $9.50 


per sete. —(i‘“—~™*™SC‘*H FEO 
ees Nie, Make 9 pes. motor Covers 
@ $3.80 each = ___ 994.20 
ee Make 4 sets brass Shaft  _ 
— sCOousings @ $8.00 each ___ #52.00 7 
= Make 12 pes. gear housings _ _ 
as 1.00 each = _ $12.00 . 
oe = True up 5 pes. motor shafts ~ 
@ $1.50 each $ 7.50 


Bills made in Chinese which are 
earnee Sree oe included in the attached 
list ae 58270 


_._ #723233 


So much has been ascertained to be fact. 


__ As regards the actual nature of the undertaking on 


which has been gleaned by careful enquiry during the past 


few days has now been confirmed by a gentleman of 


unimpeachable integrity who has known mr. Robertson for a 


number of years and in whom Mr. Robertson confided without  _ 


restraint. . Sellpeehs, = 


Mr. Robertson first met General Yang itu in business 


familiar terms. Mr. Robertson frequently said during the 


Subject... 


Sareea s, 
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_to fix up" had engaged him at a monthly salary of $1,500.00 


On some work of great importance as a result of which the 


__ Japanese boats in the river would one day pe sent to the 


__ bottom, When questioned recently as to the date on which 


this was to happen he stated, "Thursday the 4th." | On 
Mr. 


Robertson's own statement he was engaged in building a 
Submarine for the Chinese Authorities which was to be. 


___ enervated by dry cell batteries and capable of carrying two 


__torpedoes each loaded with 500 lbs. of T.l.%. ‘Whe submarine | 


Was not capable of total submersion but was capable of 


cruising several feet beneath the surface with only the 


perescope above water. Nothing is known of the principle 


_underlying the capacity of the vessel for remaining at a 


_fixed depth but Mr. Robertson on being asked one day, 
_ replied that the vessel's power of submersion was controlled 


by valves. General Yang Hu showed great interest in the 


__progress of the work, which was being carried out in the _ 


vicinity of Lunghwa, and one day several hours after a 


successful trial run of the vessel had been made by the 


Chinese mechanics in the absence of itr. Robertson, the 


vessel sank to the bottom of the river as a result of 


to adjust these valves properly. This carelessness _ 


occasioned much labour and loss of time in raising the 


Vessel again. It is understood that the submarine was to _ 


have been removed under its own power to the Kiaochow Creek 


where a base was being prepared for it. 
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_it_is generally thought that land or sea mines may also 


heen surmised by the general trend of statements which he 


is known to have made. 


My. Faupel, United States warshal, states that he 


___would greatly appreciate any co-operation which the police 
are able to give him in trying to ascertain the true fate 
of Mr, Robertson, because if he has peen killed and the 
_whereabouts of the body can be ascertained then he would 
_._like to make arrangements for its removal to the Settlement. 


No information of a reliable or constructive nature 


__¢an be obtained from the head offices of the firms whose 


_ factories are near to the scene of the explosion. Two firms 


are extremely reticent and one has oeen discovered in a 


_misstat 


ement of fact, and there is _ no doubt that the 


__incident has placed one firm in an embarrassing position. 


In view of possible intennational repercussions, mr. Faupel 


has requested the Consular Department to watch developments. 


— : ba ib ved ct © an 
ae oe: a 


_D.C. (Special Branch). _ 
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5) 


6) 


7) 


8) 


9) 
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4 »sleces of iron housing 122.00 
4 big gears 42,00 
4 aluminum fin leryesu 29.00 
8 piccess iron switch puncher Tosar So4b. 7o6 
shells 76600 ee 
9 u motor covers 54.20 
4 brass shu.ft housings 32.00 
lz gear bLushings 12.00 
grinding 5 pieces of motor 7.50 
shafts 


cr 


Bour bills issued oy Eunzs Yai Chinas a 30. (B&F ), 324- 
Worth soochow soud, office at 492 avenue Jduerd Vil. 


(a) Bill dated vctober 1, 1957. 
three pieces of c&roon steel and 
one vottle of “Fluid. lee 


(bo) Bill deted October 21, 1937. 
10 screws (brass, round hend) 33.70 
10 screw auts (brass) 
2 los of fiore bush 


(c) Biil dated Octuver 27, 1957. 
1 set hand Taps, 1/4! "Gtol" yee.d9 Lotul weeod. 
logro. s@chine screw ¢ x $ 68 


(dj Biil dated October 31, 1957, issued to silver vaxi 
vervice. 
32 feet steel wire ye e24. 


From Yui Dah (BH A )uetal sare shop, 697 Feking Hoad. 
31.10.37. 

=" pipe joints, 8 pieces. Total. Ole 7. 

Fipe covers, 8 pieces. 


Brom Yuan dang (3 B Jinet21 Jare shoo, North soochnow oad, 
west of Honan Road Bridge. 51.10.37. 
six steel plates, 4 feet by 8 feet by 2} inches. 439.06. 


From Zoen Dah(§ A ) Metal ware shop, uorth of okien 
noud bridge. 19 ol: Oe Ce 

68 pieces of round iron Total y25.97. 

184 pieces of square iron 


From Doong Yuan Ziang (6) 1% ) hietal Ware shop, west of 
Peking and Chekiang Roads. 19 ei0037.6 

Soldering iron ¢80 

Brass pipe 2-50 Total $5.17. 


soldering tin. 


To Soongwu Garrison Commander's Headquarters. 
From Zung Van Loong(WpS )Iron Foundry, 12/4 Tsung 
shing Li, Avenue Road. 25.10.6576 

27 lbs. of aluminum, @ 91.20 $52.40. 


From Nyi Chong (# Z )Metal Ware Shop, corner of Peking 
and Chekiang Roads» 31.10.37. 
One pound. Thread bush. 40 centse 


2$2% 15" angled iron, 4 pieces. $6.25. 

Bill from Ching Chong Iron Shop(# & ), 514,518 
North Soochow Road. Dated 28.10.57. Issued to 
Soongwu Garrison Commander's Headquarterse 


Sop GBS ), 550 Woo Fen 


aes 


Llj Yung suri (#6 WR Juetal ware ohop, corner of vnrklway 


= ’ 
Rud SNELIO wO2dse BoelLUVed7Ta 
véven tin sheets wWwi8 eB o 
£ ; 
44 3 Coriter of 


12) Sune Chong sians Iron shop{ 13 
wkicns: tnd Chefoo ioc.is. 196106576 


seven ion burs 7C eentss 


13) Yeah goonniie > ) Bon Sips S72, south of She kins Has 
SBridre. 20620 6.0% s 


$5 shin pieces of Ircn rarestory 


1¢) Yah Soon; Lron shop, aduress a@y A5uVb. 
OG elie hie 


Zz" bent iron, 18 pieces. ph eQide 

Lo) Vine suns zee (I #723 }, no address. ied "2d..1.19"( 2) 
(me iron barrel 21.00 

15) wien. Jung (44 "l® )tzr Shop, Worth Gate (iew). 23.10.57. 
11 lbs. roof tar wle646 


17) To soongwu Garrison Comaunder's Headquarters. from 
ising tai £ jitineral Ash Hong, 264 sue Hatarid. 25.10.57- 


5 bazs of cement 820.40 


18) Woo Foong (40 F ) Metal Jare Shop, Outside New worth x-te 
22100357. 


i lbs. of Rain and rust proof Tar Ble 72. 
19) Tien Foh yuan (A 99 ), Route des Soeurs, jo. 60. 30.10.57. 
Jn: te paint, oil and red p-int. 38.48. 
20) Kung Woo dung Coal shop(“@ ## MW ), corner of Kue shisi 
and rrelupt. 


Issued to sea surveying Bureau. 28.10.57. 


Charcoal e000. 


21) Lee Yuan Lumber Shon ( 4’) if ), Rue Lt. Petiot. Cet. 19, 1937. 


Pole 
Wasgenxpentws and board $11.25 


PARTY MAY CROSS TO! 
SEEK ROBERTSON 


\ietinemnation Is Awaited | 
From Pootung On Fate | 
| 


Of Missing American 


BELIEF IS EXPRESSED 


THAT MAN WOUNDED 


Hopes of seeing Mr. C. M. Rovbert- | 
‘son alive and back to the safety of | 
the International Settlement once | 
again were expressed in many) 
circles yesterday, who have been! 
conducting official inquiries with a! 
view to locating the American auto | 
mechanic. who had been missing in| 
Pootung since last Thursday. 

Whether. or not. any official in- 
formation with be forthcoming to-| 
day from the Chinese officials inj 
Pootung regarding the fate of the 
missing American, it is believed that 
2 party, probably headed by some 
officer of the United States Con- 
sulate or the United States Court for 
China, will cross over to Pootung to| 
make inquiries on the spot. | 

Strong belief to the effect that Mr. | 
Robertson has been wounded and is 
being taken care of in some hospital 
or Red Cross establishment in Poo- 
tung was expressed last night by 
well-informed circles, who added 
that neither Robertson himself nor/ 
the Chinese caring for him had an; 
cpportunity to send word over to, 
Shanghai. | 

The wife of the missing man,; 
Mrs, C. M. Robertson. proprietor! 
and operator of Radio Station 
XQHB at Rue Maresca, was bearing 
up under great stress and express- | 
ing the hope that her husband would 
come through safe and sound. 

Conflicting reports have thus fari 
been coming through regarding the; 
fate of the American, who had gone | 
over with a Mr. Lam Wing-yan,! 
prominent Chinese businessman and 
technician, and a party of Chinese 
workers to Pootung on Thursday. 
Some reports stated that both Mr. 
Lam and Mr. Robertson had been 
killed, while others reported that 
Mr. Robertson had been wounded. 

Mr. Robertson has been for many 
years in Shanghai, always connected 
with the automobile business. He 
is operating his own business, the 
Shanghai Auto Service, on Avenue: 
Haig. 


ee 
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No Clues Yet Found i 
In Robertson Myster 


American Consular Officials 
Investigating 


The cdisanpearance cf Mr, CGC. M 
Rocertson, Iecal American resident 
of whom nothine has heen bear 
since he crossed the river to Pootung 
last Thursday, continued to remain 
an unsclyed mystery until carly this 
morning 


Cenflictine repor's aout him 
could not be ascertained or dis- 
preyed yesterday, These are to the 
effect thai he was killed when struck 
by wi exvloding Japanese boma 
while working on a job in Pootune, 
and that he is still alive and well. 

The 16-vear-oid Chinese avpren-|: 
tice whe told the story of Mr. Ro- 
bertson’s death to Mrs. Robertson, 
oreprictress cf radio station XQHB, 
later retracted his story. At first 
the avnrentice asser’ed that Mr. 
{Pcbertson tegether with Mr. Lam 
Wing-yan, prominent Chinese 
technician. had been killed bv the 
bemh. and that he hed been’ ahle to 
tientifo the beady of Mr. Lam. Later, 
he denied the story. saving that he 
jcould net nessibly know since the 
first. thing he remembered after the 
explosion was that he was draeeed 
out from under n vile of debris 
and njaced into 2 Red Cross hosnital 
In Pootung. 

Reeause cf the incomprehensib'e 
eonflictine renorts American con- 
sular authorities plan to send re- 
presentatives into Pootung !n order 
to clear un the affair. 

Mrs. Rebertson, chief announcer 
and sole onerator of station XOHB. 
*o\t a CHtna ress revresentative 
that. she did net know what to think 
or hope. Mr. Rebertscn spurned her 
werry about his trip to Pootung. 
saving that he had a job ta 79 and 
that there was nro nossibility of 
‘dancer. He would give her ro 
snecific descrintion ef the nature 
ef the job. eithaich she understcod 
it ta be mechanical work, this being 
| her husband's lire. 


Disappearance 
Of Robertson) 
Still Unsolved: 
Different Stories cual 
By Workman Add | 


To Mystery 


The fate of Mr. C. M. Robertson, 
owner of the Shanghai Auto Ser- 
vicc, F'B358 Avenue Haig, was still 
& mystery last night. Reports that 
he was killed when struck by shrap- 
nel from an exploding Japanese 
tomb while working in Pootung 
Thursday afternoon, could not be 
confirmed. 

THe CHINA Press was informed 
last night that the 16-ycar-old 
Chinese apprentice, who told the 
story to Mrs. Robertson that her 
husband together with 12 Chinese 
were killed by a Japanese bomh, has 
retracted his statement. He has 
supplicd no other story as a sub-]! 
stitute. however. : 

In his criginal tale, the appren- 
tice said that Mr, Robertson — to- 
gether with Mr. Lam  Wing-yan, 
prominent Chinese technician, had 
keen killed by the bomb and 
that he had been able to identify 
ihe body of Mr. Lam. He also stated 
that four other Chinese were wound- 
ed and that they are being cared 
for in the Chinese Red Cross Hos- 
pital at Pootung. 

Stories Differ 

The families of several Chinesv 
workmen supposed to be with Mr. 
Rokertson at the time of the alleged: 
bombing have toki a wide variety 
of tales, some insisting that he just 
strayed away from the party and 
got lost while others have told the 
story that he was injured and could 
not get back to Shanghai. 

As a result of these conflicting 
stories, the American consular 
authorities yesterday afternoon com- 
menced an official investigation. It 
is understocd that they plan to 
send men to Pootung to find out 
just what did happen. They hope 
to clear up the matter within a 
day or two. 

In the meantime, Mrs. Robertson 
is bravely carrying on as the chief 
announcer and sole operator of her 
radio station XQHB at 274 Rue 
Maresca. All broadcasts are being 
given as usual. 

Mr. Robertson is an old China 
Hand, having lived in Tientsin and 
Shanghai for more than 20 years. 
He came to this country as a first 
sergeant in the U.S. Marine Corps 
and after entering civilian’ life, 
moved from North China to Shang- 
hai. He has resided here for about 
nine years, having been associated 
with several automobile establish- 
ments including Mark L. Moody, 
Inc., and Cathay Motors, as service 
manager. In recent years, he has 
been operating his own concern. 


No Definite 
News On Fate 
Of Robertson, 


—" 


Chinese Coming Back | 
Has Several Different 
Stories To Tell 


U.S. AUTHORITIES 
INVESTIGATING 


Rumour That Party Had 
Been Killed By Hit 
Of Japanese Bomb 


No definite news regarding 
the fate of Mr. C. M. Robertson, 
well-known American automo- 
bile mechanic, who had gone 
over to Pootung with a party 
of Chinese on Thursday morn- 
ing, could be obtained last 
night, despite the fact that 
American Consular authorities 
had taken it upon themselves 
to make inquiries regarding 
the fate of their national, who 
is believed to be still in Poo- 
tung, alive, wounded or dead. 

Rumours were circulating yester- 
day to the effect that he, together 
with 13 other Chinese of the party 
of 16, was a victim of a direct hit 

| by a Japanese bomb in Pootung on 
Thursday afternoon. 

Conflicting reports however, had 
been received by the wife of the 
missing man, Mrs. C. M. Robertson, 
proprietor and operator of Radio 
Station XQHB at Rue ‘Maresca. A 
Chinese, who came back from Poo- 
tung- on Thursday afternoon, told 
her several different tales. He 
stated that bombs had dropped near 
the party and that he had runaway. 
He gave several different localities 
where the bombs were supposed to 
have dropped. Altogether he was 
not sure whether any one was hit 
or killed in the party, but rather 
seemed to think to the contrary. 

On Special Work 

Mr. Robertson it is understood had 
‘been employed by Mr. Lam Wing- 
yan, prominent Chinese business- 
man and technician, whose body it 
was reported yesterday, had been 
identified. Mr. Robertson had been 
assisting and supervising some spec- 
‘ial work for Mr. Lam. 

One rumour had it that 12 of the 
16 workmen were killed and that 
four are lying at the Red Cross 
Hospital in Pootung. 

Mr. Robertson has been in China 
for many years and is well-known 
in Shanghai. He was honourably 
discharged from the U. S. Army 
after several years of service during 
the World War. He is operating his 
own firm, the Shanghai Auto Service 
at FB58 Avenue Haig. He was form- 
erly connected with the Cathay 
Motors as Service Manager, with 
Mark L. Mocdy as Service Superin- 
tendent and with the Silver Taxi 
Company as Service Manager. 
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C. M. Robertson 
Believed Killed 


Well Knowy American 
Said Dead In Big 
Explosion 


Mr. C. M. Robertscn, well known 
American attCmobile mechanic, is 
believed dead together with 13 
other Chinese, victims of a direct 
hit by a Japanese bomb on Thurs- 
day afternoon in Pootung. The 
blast shook the central district 


and left a huge column of black]: 


smoke. 

He had been employed by Mr. 
Lam Wing-yan, prominent Chinese 
businessman and technician, whose 
body was identified. Mr. Robertson 
had been assisting and supervising 
Some special work. Of the 16 
Chinese workers, 12 were killed 


outright and four are now in the}]- 


Chinese Red Cross hospital, Poo-} | 


tung. A 15-year-old apprentice 
brought the news yesterday after- 
noon. 

Mr. Robertson was an Old China 
Hand, having lived in Tientsin and 
Shanghai for 20 years. He was 
honorably discharged from the 


‘| U.S. Marine Corps with the rank 


of First Sergeant at Tientsin, after 


-|many years of service. He came 
‘| to Shanghai about nin: years ago. 


During the past few years he has 
been associated with Cathay 
MCtors as Service Manager, with 


.| Mark L. Moody Company as Ser- 
3] vice Superintendent and with the 
‘| Silver Taxi as Service Manager. 
)}He up until now was operating 


his own firm. the Shanghai Auto 
Service at FB358 Avenue Haig 
Mrs. Robertson is the proprietor 
and operator of radio station 
XQHE, cn Rue Mavresca. 


Robertson. 


~ Case Left 
~ Unsolved 


Burning “Of Lar Large Areas 
Of Pootung Puts End 
To Investigation 


The mysterious disanpearance in 
Pootung of Mr. C. M. Robertson, 
American operator of the Shanghai 
Auto Service on Avenue Heig, will 
remain unsolved with the burning 
of a large area of houses and 
godowns on the other side of the 
river yesterday, which was cam- 
pletely taken over by the Japanese 
from 8 o'clock in the morning. 

Early in the week, American 
zuthorities, who had launched an 
inquiry into the disappearance of 
the auto, mechanic, who had gone 
over intd Pootung on Thursday 
morning, November 4, were pre- 
paring to go over to the other side 
of the Whiangpoo to make inquiries 
on the spot. However, with the 
occupation of the area by the 
Japanese troops yesterday this 
course of action is now closed. 

It is now generally believed that 
Mr. Robertson was killed in the ex- 
plosion that occurred not far from 
the Yee Tsoong Tobacco Factory on 
the Pootung side at about 3 
o'clock on the afternoon of Novem- 
ber 4. He, together with a Mr. Lam 
Wing-yan, prominent Chinese busi- 
nessman and technician, as well as 
12 of the Chinese workmen, who 
were with them, were killed by a 
bomb explosion. 

Later these reports were contra- 
dicted, observers from the Settlement 
stating that no planes were overhead 
at the time the explosion occurred. 
Two workmen who were in ihe 
party brought over conflicting re- 
ports and until yesterday could not 
make up their minds as to what had 
actually happened. 

The wife of the missing man, Mrs. 
Robertson, is the proprietor and 
ererator of Radio Station XQHB at 
Ruc Maresca. She stated that she 
had pleaded with her husband not 
to go across to Pootung. She could 
rot state what his mission was and 
it will probably always remain a 
mystery. The hope that Mr. Robert- 
pon is still alive is very feint. 
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InvestigationOf 
Robertson. Case 
Still Continues 


— 


Authorities May Visit 
Scene Of Explosion |. 
In Pootung 


The mystery of what happened to 
Mr. C. M. Robertson, American 
cwner of the Shanghai Auto Service. 
may be cleared up today provider’ 
she United States authorities can 
zet their investigators across the 
Whangpoo. 


Up to the present time, those in 
churge of the -nvestigaticn have 
depended almost entirely upon in- 
fermation brought from: Pootung 
oy workmen who were with Mr. 
Robertson and Chinese refugees. 

If present plans materialize, the 
nvestigators will themselves person-| 
ally visit the zone to inquire into! 
1 mystery explosion which cecurred | 
at 3 p.m. Thursday of last week in 
che vicinity of the Yee Tsoong; 
Tobacco Company's factory at Poo- 
sung. 

This was the same day that Mr. 
Robertson together with  severa! 
workmen went to Pootung to handle 
1 special job of work for a Chinese’ 
technician. 

Some of the Chinese refugees 
coming acrcss the river Sunday and: 
Monday reported that a Japanese 
acrial bomb had caused the ex- 
dlosion but foreign observers who 
witnessed the blast from this side 
of the Whangpoo report that there| 
were no Japanese planes over Poo- 
tung at the time. 

In view of the fact that one week 
has elapsed since Mr. Robertson 
went to Pootung, it is now gener- 
ally believed that he is dead. A 
definite statement to this effect, 
however, cannot be made until the 
body, or at least parts of it have 
been found. 
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MYSTERY OF MISSING 


AMERICAN 


Refugee Says Foreigner Was 
Among Dead in Explosion 


Belief that poe (on 
the local American owner of the 


Shanghai Auto Service, who has been 
missing since last Thursday, has been 
killed was strengthened by repors 
brought to Shanghai by refu) ces 
from Pootung yesterday. 

A huge explosion in the vicinity of 
the B.A.T. factory at Pootung occur- 
red last Thursday and as Mr. Robert- 
son in company with Mr. Lam Wing- 
yen had departed for Pootung on 
a special job in that area it was 
feared that he had been killed 
Yesterday, refugees from Pootung 
reported to a foreigner that a for- 
cizner and 11 Chinese were killed 
when a Japanese aeroplane dropped 
two bombs and a tertific explosion 


.followed. The party were working 


on a military position at the time. 


November 7, 1937. 


Journal de Shanghai ;:- 


MYSTERIOUS DISAPPLARANCL OF AN AM:RICAN 
GC ITIZHN IN . 


Mr. C. M. Robertson, an American citizen who has 
been missing for the past three days, is still unlocated 
and it is feared that he is dead. 

according to one report, it is probable th:t he has 
been killed by a bomb dropped from a Japanese aeroplane. 
It is said that thirteen Chinese who were with him at 
the time were also killed. 

This, in effect, was the report made by a young 
apprentice who had accompanied Mr. Robertson to Pootung 
but when more closely questioned the Chinese youth 
r tracted his report . 

Mr. Robertson was engaged as a mechanic in the 
service of Mr. Iam ‘Jing Yan, a Chinese techin.¢al 
expert. The apprentice declared that the body of Mr. 
Iam was identified after the explosion of the bomb. 

However, several workers who aocompanied iir. 

Rob: rtson, declare that they lost sight of Mr. Rovertson 
while in Pootung and they have no idea as to wh:re he 
hed gone. 

Mr. Robertson, who has lived in China for 20 yéars, 
is the proprietor of the Shanghai Auto Service on avenue 
Haig. His wife is the proprietress of the XQHE broad- 
casting station 

The American authorities have opened an inv stigation 
and will probably dispatoh officials to Pootung in an 
endeavour to locate the remains of Mr. Robertson should 
he be dead. 
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File No. 


ae SHANGHAI MUNICIPAL POLICE. 
S.1,Special..Branch......@xaaex, 


Breen Date, November 6,,57. 


Subject 


v * Rye at eh 
Made by RaSods Haurser oo. Forwarded a, ea Rode eM 


__........_rt has been reported to me that mr. C.M.Robertson, — 
American, the husband of Mrs. Robertson, owner and operator ee 
of X.Q.H.B. radio station, 276 Rue Maresca, proceeded to 
Pootung on the morning of November 4th in company with a 
Chinese gardener former]y employed by him at the Point, _ 
_Yangtszepoo and two Chinese motor mechanics. The party was __ 

| due back in the Settlement at 4.50 p.m. the same day but up 

_to the present Mr. Robertson and one of the Chinese has failed 
| to return, The other Chinese, who showed signs of injury 

to the head, returned on November 5th and told Mrs. Robertson 
_that his companion who had accompanied the party, one named _ 
Lum _ Wang Ying, was killed by a bomb which dropped between the 


Olivier Engineering Works and the Yih Tsong Tobacco Company 


factory at 53.15 p.m. on November 4th. He could not, however, | 


say what had happened to Mr. Robertson or the other member _ 
of the party. 


___—s—i—é‘siW'8j.__ Robertson, it_is understood, now desires the ._—s.—s 
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